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Body 


It's pre-pandemic times, and | am sitting in a friend's living room. There are about eight of us, young people 
between the ages of 19 and 25. We are organizing for a protest taking place the next day, a sit-in near a railroad 
track in solidarity with Wet'suwet'en land and water defenders. 


Some of the people in the room are veteran organizers. They've probably been to hundreds of rallies, protests and 
organizing meetings like this one. Collectively, thousands of hours of work. They make sure we have all of our 
bases covered for tomorrow: water, snacks and blankets. We don't know how long we will be out, but don't want to 
carry too much. If the police show up: these are your rights; it is essential you know them. 


| am learning a whole new skill set of shared communal knowledge. Young people across the globe are doing this 
and numerous other forms of climate labour on the daily. According to the United Nations, as of 2008, about 73 per 
cent of surveyed youth said they already felt the effects of climate change. (I would guarantee the percentage is 
even higher now.) It is not a fun hobby - it is labour done out of necessity and responsibility. Indeed, for many 
Indigenous people like myself, care for the environment is a value deeply instilled in our culture and world view. It is 
also labour done despite immense barriers. 


Between the time, expertise, resources and energy required, this is demanding work. Yet, it is unpaid, means very 
little on most resumes, and in many cases, comes at significant personal costs - anxiety, exhaustion and threats of 
violence, to name only a few. Youth are expected to be palatable and fluent in the intricacies of climate politics, or 
be dismissed by leadership and the public. There is next to no accommodation or support offered to young people 
in education and employment, no matter how essential their activism is to the collective good. 


It should be noted that a significant portion of these young people on the front lines of climate work are Black, 
brown and Indigenous people. It is our communities who often feel the impacts of climate change first and hardest, 
and are more likely to face violence and arrests than others. These marginalized identities only compound the 
barriers faced by one's youth. 


Still, young people continue to show up for their communities, their cause and for you. Yes, young people are 
fighting for you and your kids, and this is why | feel it is incumbent on all of us to do our part to honour their work. 
So if you, like us, are terrified of the news these days - heatwaves burning down cities, fires in the ocean, logging of 
old-growth trees - now is the time to show up for youth. 


You can join them on the front lines, where, especially if you carry less marginalized identities, your presence offers 
safety and accountability that is not offered to BIPOC youth. Financial and other material supports are always being 
called for, too. You can offer accommodations for your young students and employees. Talk to your community 
about climate change - expand their understandings (and yours) to better grasp the full scope of the work young 
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people can do. Support Indigenous rights, migrant rights, women's rights, and the many other causes that intersect 
with climate justice - struggles do not exist in a silo. Amplify young voices online and locally, and lend your vote 
towards ensuring their value in political processes. 


There is an urgency to this support. According to Youth Climate Lab, only 1.5 per cent of countries considered 
climate and youth in their economic response policies to COVID-19. We are not on track to build back better. There 
is still time to change this. 


As | think back to that night sitting on the apartment floor, | am indeed reminded of the anxiety and barriers to action 
that seemed endless. Conversely, though, | also remember the love that spurred a group of strangers coming 
together to build a better world. 


We shared meals while banner-making, and laughs dotted all of our conversations. Amidst the fear and anger that | 
often feel at the state of the world, the youth climate movement stands out as a great hope. It is an action fuelled by 
care and solidarity. | am always left feeling that we are in good hands. There is room for you in this movement - be 
bold enough to take up your space, young or old. 


Riley Yesno,an Anishinaabe writer and public speaker, wrote this in collaboration with 4Rs Youth Movement and 
Youth Climate Lab. 
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